DIPLOMATIYA ALOMI

WORLD OF DIPLOMACY
JOURNAL OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

Ne 49, 2018
EDITORIAL COUNCIL
Elmar MAMMADYAROV Minister of Foreign Affairs
(Chairman of the Editorial Council)
Hikmat HAJIYEV Head of the Foreign Relations Department,
Administration of the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan
Araz AZIMOV Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Hafiz PASHAYEV Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Mahmud MAMMAD-GULIYEV Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Khalaf KHALAFOV Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Nadir HUSSEINOV Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ramiz HASANOV Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Elman AGAYEV Head of Analysis and Strategic

Studies Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Azerbaijan

EDITORIAL BOARD

Nurlan ALIYEV Analysis and Strategic Studies Department

@ All rights reserved.
The views and opinions expressed are those of the

authors and do not necessarily reflect
the official policy or position of the MFA

«World of Diplomacy» journal is published since 2002.
Registration Ne1161, 14 January 2005

ISSN: 1818-4898
Postal address: Analysis and Strategic Studies Department,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sh.Gurbanov Str. 50, Baku AZ 1009
Tel.: 596-91-31; 596-90-38 e-mail: mtsa@mfa.gov.az



CONTENTS

OFFICIAL CHRONICLE

Diplomatic activity of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
H.E. Mr. LLAliyev (June — December 2018) ..o, 3

Meetings and visits of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, Mr. E.Mammadyarov (June — December 2018) ............ccoeiviiinen. 48

VISITS OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
TO THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN (JUNE - DECEMBER 2018) .............. 96

ARTICLES

Nina Miholjcic
Trans-Caspian International Transportation Route: A way to steadfast
economic development and connectivity in the South Caucasus and Central Asia ...134

Aleksandre Kvakhadzde

Assessing foreign fighters from Georgia in the Conflicts of Syria and Iraq .......... 141

CesuHOXx Arnuesa

MwuHKUCTp nHocTpaHHbIx gen Fopckon Pecnybnuku (1918-1919 rr.)

levipap Bammat: npegcraBuTENb UHTEPECOB AEMOKPATUYECKNX

cunn HapoaoB CEBEPHOIO KABKABA ........cccevvuiieiieiieiiiieeeeeeeiiie e e e eeeete e e e e eeeaieeeeeeeens 153

NEW APPOINTMENTS ... e 164

NEW PUBLICATIONS ... ... s 165




OFFICIAL CHRONICLE

DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN
H.E. Mr. ILHAM ALIYEV
(JUNE — DECEMBER 2018)

FOREIGN VISITS

WORKING VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
12 June 2018

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended inauguration ceremony of TANAP project

12 June 2018, Eskisehir
Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

" My dear brother, President of Turkey Recep
ILHAM ALIYEV Tayyip Erdogan,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBALIAN Distinguished Presidents,
Ladies and gentlemen.
—sn— 5 %
R Y First of all, I want to say how delighted I am
: to be on brotherly Turkish soil again. We in
_ Azerbaijan are very pleased with the success
achieved under the leadership of President
of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Thanks
to the tireless activity of President Erdogan, Turkey has become a great force on a global
scale. Turkey is a country that determines the world’s agenda. We in Azerbaijan are very
happy about this. Turkey’s strength is also ours, and our strength is in unity. We have been
demonstrating this unity for many years. It is very difficult to find other countries in the
world today that would be so close to each other, that would support each other so much.
Turkish-Azerbaijani unity and brotherhood are an important factor for our countries, for our
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peoples, for the region, and for Eurasia.

The commissioning of TANAP today is yet another manifestation of the Turkish-Azerbaijani
brotherhood. TANAP is another victory for Turkey and Azerbaijan. TANAP is a historic
project. Today we are writing the energy history of the 21* century together. This is a history
of cooperation, a history of stability. Our energy projects bring stability to the region. All
countries and companies participating in these projects are benefiting from them. People
benefit from them. The implementation of such a giant project as TANAP has been possible
thanks to the firm political will of the leaders of Turkey and Azerbaijan.

This is not our first joint project. Prior to this, in 2006, we celebrated the opening of the Baku-
Thilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. In 2007, we they opened the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline
together. Last year, we opened the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway together. We participated in
all these opening ceremonies together with my dear brother Recep Tayyip Erdogan. And
today, on this historic day, we are also together. This shows that any project put forward on
our initiative is executed because it is underpinned by our thoughtful policy, firm will and
brotherhood.

Numerous discussions have been held in recent years on the supply of large volumes of
Azerbaijani gas to the European continent. Many events have been organized. Unfortunately,
they were all ineffectual. This is why Turkey and Azerbaijan reached the decision to put
forward a new project, which they together called TANAP. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and I signed the TANAP agreement in Istanbul in 2012. During the signing ceremony on that
day, we expressed our desire to see today, and Allah has granted us this opportunity. We have
done a great job over the years. The implementation of the TANAP project has been very
difficult both technically and financially. But we have coped with it very successfully. The
commissioning of TANAP today will usher ample opportunities for neighboring and friendly
countries. TANAP links seven countries and many companies. TANAP, which is an integral
part of the Southern Gas Corridor, is an indispensable infrastructure project addressing
energy security issues today and in the future. The official opening ceremony of the Southern
Gas Corridor was organized in Baku two weeks ago, on May 29. The Southern Gas Corridor
consists of four major projects. The development of the Shah Deniz-2 gas field — the reserves
of this field are estimated at 1.2 trillion cubic meters — the South Caucasus Pipeline, TANAP
and TAP projects. Three of these four projects have already been implemented and completed.
TAP is 72 per cent through. I am confident that the TAP project will also be completed in the
next two years. Thus, the largest infrastructure project in Europe, the Southern Gas Corridor,
which requires investments of $40 billion, will be implemented. This historic achievement
will allow us the opportunity to supply Azerbaijan’s ample gas resources to the markets of
Turkey and Europe in a short, safe and diversified manner.

The Southern Gas Corridor is a project of energy security. Energy security is a matter of
national security for any country. This is the meaning of the Southern Gas Corridor — energy
security and diversification of energy resources. Azerbaijani gas will be supplied to the
markets of Turkey and Europe by means of the Southern Gas Corridor and via new routes.
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The Southern Gas Corridor is a project of new routes and a new source. It serves the interests
of energy diversification in the true sense of the word.

SOCAR, BOTAS and BP participated in the implementation of this great work. They are
the shareholders of TANAP. [ want to express my gratitude to them. I am grateful to all the
companies involved in this work for their ability to complete such an uphill task with high
quality and in a short time. The Southern Gas Corridor forms a new format of cooperation
and interaction in Eurasia. Whereas at the beginning of our work, in the early 2000s, a format
of tripartite cooperation of Azerbaijan-Georgia-Turkey was created, today, as I have already
mentioned, seven countries are involved in this project. Three more countries will take part
in this project as our future partners. We must try to do even more to supply Azerbaijani gas
to the European continent, so that our sphere of coverage becomes even wider.

I want to say again: it is a historic day today. It has become possible only because of our firm
political will. Without the Turkey-Azerbaijan unity and brotherhood, this project would have
remained on paper. Of course, I want to say again: the fact that Turkey has proved to be a
great country for foreign investment has translated in major investment in Turkey. In recent
years, investments exceeding $13 billion have been made in the Turkish economy from the
Azerbaijani side alone. This figure will reach $20 billion in the coming years.

I want to sincerely congratulate you, all our people and friends on this remarkable occasion,
and wish TANAP a good journey.

Thank you.

OFFICIAL CHRONICLE
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WORKING VISIT TO THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM
11—12 July 2018

List of meetings held during the working visit:
—  Meeting with President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani
—  Meeting with President of the European Council Donald Tusk
— Meeting with Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs of the United
Nations Rosemary DiCarlo

List of documents signed during the working visit:
. Partnership Priorities between the EU and Azerbaijan

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev attended North Atlantic Council
meeting on NATO Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan

12 July 2018, Brussels

Address by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

The relations of strong partnership between
Azerbaijan and NATO play an important role
in the issues of regional security and stability.
Since 2002, Azerbaijani peacekeepers have
been serving in Afghanistan shoulder to
shoulder with NATO soldiers. In January
2018, Azerbaijan increased the number of its
servicemen in the Resolute Support mission
by 30 per cent, bringing them to 120 people. Azerbaijan has repeatedly provided financial
support to the Afghan National Army Trust Fund. We in Azerbaijan have organized exercises
for the personnel of the Afghan army. “ASAN xidmat” is used in Afghanistan and includes
more than 200 public services.

Azerbaijan also provides transport and logistical support for the “Strong Support” mission.
The commissioning of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway in October last year facilitated provision
of significant transit support for this mission. Last year, Azerbaijan co-chaired the “Heart of
Asia — Istanbul Process”, while last month we hosted a meeting of the International Contact
Group.

Azerbaijan, a country suffering from Armenian aggression which has resulted in the
occupation of 20 per cent of its internationally recognized territory and a country with a
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million citizens subjected to horrific ethnic cleansing, is well aware of the economic
and humanitarian consequences of occupation and destruction. Azerbaijan appreciates
the continued support of NATO and member-states of this organization for the political
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of our country, and a settlement of the
conflict with Armenia on the basis of these principles.

Azerbaijan will continue to provide assistance in eliminating security threats facing
Afghanistan, achieving peace and development of the country.

OFFICIAL CHRONICLE
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OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE FRENCH REPUBLIC
19 —20 July 2018

List of meetings held during the official visit:

Meeting with Executive Chairman of the French Institute of International
Relations Thierry de Montbrial

Meeting with President of the French Senate Gerard Larcher

Meeting with Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Total Patrick Pouyanne
Meeting with Airbus Vice-President for Eurasia Silvere Delaunay

Meeting with Chief Executive Officer of SUEZ Jean-Louis Chaussade

Meeting with Managing Director of Wilmotte & Associes Architectes
Borina Andrieu

Meeting with President of Iveco France, Head of Iveco Global Bus Sylvain
Blaise

Meeting with President of the French Republic Emmanuel Macron

List of documents signed during the official visit:

Framework agreement on space cooperation between Azercosmos OJSC and the
National Centre for Space Research of the French Republic

Memorandum of Understanding on Industrial Cooperation in the Field of Civil
Aviation between Azorbaycan Hava Yollar1 (Azerbaijani Airlines) CJSC and
Thales

Agreement between Azorbaycan Hava Yollari, Modern Construction Group
and Thales company for the installation of a radar system at Heydar Aliyev
International Airport

Agreement between Azorbaycan Hava Yollar1 CJSC and Thales company on
conducting a full analysis of cybersecurity of Azorbaycan Hava Yollar1
Agreement between Azorbaycan Hava Yollar1 CJSC and Thales company on
carrying out a full analysis of cybersecurity within the framework of air transport
management Azeraeronaviqasiya

Letter of intent between Azarbaycan Hava Yollar1t CJSC and Thales company on
the creation of an integrated briefing system for flight crews

On July 20, 2018 President Ilham Aliyev arrived at the Elysee Palace. A guard of honor was
lined up for the Azerbaijani President in front of the palace. French President Emmanuel
Macron greeted President Ilham Aliyev.

During the discussion the heads of state hailed the successful development of Azerbaijan-
France relations in a number of areas, including politics, economy, energy, environment,
transport, security and culture. The activities of the French Lyceum and Azerbaijani-French
University in Azerbaijan were praised.

The presidents discussed Azerbaijan-European Union relations.

AZORBAYCAN RESPUBLIKASI XARICi iSLOR NAZIRLIYININ JURNALI 49 /2018



OFFICIAL CHRONICLE

French companies’ interest in expanding
their activities in Azerbaijan was underlined
during the meeting. President Ilham Aliyev
said fruitful meetings have been held with
representatives of 11 French companies during
this visit, adding that these meetings open up
wide opportunities for economic cooperation
between the two countries. The President said
the Azerbaijani and French companies have
signed contracts worth more than two billion
dollars. The realization of these contracts will increase their volume. Energy issues were
also discussed, and the successful implementation of the Southern Gas Corridor project was
stressed. The heads of state also exchanged views over cooperation in the oil and gas sector,
infrastructure, transport, space industry, air transport, metro building and military-technical
areas.

The Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict was also discussed, and President
[Tham Aliyev highlighted Azerbaijan’s position on the settlement of the dispute. The head of
state expressed his hope that the President of France, which is a co-chair of the OSCE Minsk
Group, will personally be actively involved in the conflict settlement.
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WORKING VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN
12 August 2018

List of meetings held during the working visit:
—  Meeting with President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev

- President of the Islamic Republic of Iran Hassan Rouhani

List of documents signed during the working visit:

. Convention on the legal status of the Caspian Sea

. Protocol on Cooperation in the field of combating organized crime in the
Caspian Sea

. Agreement between the governments of the Caspian states on trade and economic
cooperation

. Agreement between the governments of the Caspian states on cooperation in the
field of transport

. Agreement on prevention of incidents in the Caspian Sea and the Protocol on

Cooperation and interaction of border agencies

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended the 5™ Summit of Heads of State of Caspian littoral states

12 August 2018, Aktau
Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear Nursultan Abishevich,
Dear heads of state,
Dear participants of the Summit!

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude
to Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev for the
hospitality and for the high level of organization
of the Fifth Caspian Summit.

Azerbaijan’s friendly and good-neighborly
relations with Caspian littoral countries are developing successfully. The bilateral and
multilateral cooperation among our countries is an important factor of stability and security
in the Caspian Sea.

Azerbaijan has taken an active part in creating a legal framework for cooperation among
Caspian littoral countries. The Third Summit of the Heads of State of Caspian Littoral
Countries held in Baku in 2010 made an important contribution to the strengthening of close
cooperation among our countries. The “Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of Security

Journal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan
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in the Caspian Sea” was signed during that Summit. It is of great importance from the point
of view of security and maintaining stability in the region. For the first time at such a high
level, it envisaged conceptual agreement on sovereignty and fishing zones. Participants
in that Summit also agreed on the basic principles of cooperation among littoral states in
the Caspian Sea. These principles include respect for the sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity of states, the transformation of the Caspian into a place of peace, good-
neighborliness and friendship. It should be noted that these principles are also reflected in the
“Convention on the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea” to be signed today. As a fundamental
regulatory document, the Convention defines the overall legal regime of the Caspian Sea.

The determination of the legal status of the Caspian Sea will help the parties to complete the
division of its seabed and surface in accordance with the principles and norms of international
law. In this context, I would like to emphasize the great importance of the agreements signed
among Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Russia.

Along with this, Azerbaijan has actively participated in coordinating the “Framework
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea” and its
protocols, as well as the “Agreement on the Conservation and Rational Use of Aquatic
Bioresources of the Caspian Sea”. We highly appreciate the signing in Moscow on 20 July of
this year of the Protocol on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context
to the Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian
Sea, which represents an important result of the five-way cooperation in this direction. The
improvement of the environmental state of the Caspian Sea, the preservation and increase
of its biological resources are a priority issue for our country. In recent years, important
measures have been taken in Azerbaijan to improve the ecological state of the Caspian. In
order to protect the Caspian Sea from pollution, large-scale projects are being implemented
to upgrade the existing water treatment plants and build new ones.

The oil and gas projects Azerbaijan has implemented in the years of its independence meet
the highest international environmental standards. The State Oil Company of the Republic
of Azerbaijan (SOCAR) has established and certified a management system for oil and gas
operations which meets the requirements of the International Standardization Organization
(ISO). The projects being implemented in this direction have twice received the highest awards
of the World Bank’s Expert Council. In 2015, a state-of-the-art Waste Management Center
fitted the most sophisticated equipment was set up for all the companies operating oil and gas
operations in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan ranks first among 10 main countries exporting oil to the
European Union in terms of the low levels of associated gas emissions during oil production.

Azerbaijan is paying great attention to the development of infrastructure. According to the
estimates of the Davos World Economic Forum, Azerbaijan is in 26" place in the world for
the level of its infrastructure development and in 35 on the competitiveness index.

The multibillion investments in the transport sector have turned Azerbaijan into one of the
important transport and logistical centers of Eurasia. Azerbaijan plays an important transit
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role for Caspian littoral countries, and this role is growing by the year. In October 2017,
the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway was opened in a ceremony in Baku. This project links the
railways of Asia and Europe. Last year, a total of 191 containers were transported along
this route and about 1,400 containers in the first six months of this year alone. By the end of
the year, there are plans to transport a total of about 4,000 containers. We expect a multiple
increase in freight traffic along this route in the coming years.

Azerbaijan also plays an important role in creating and developing the North-South
international transport corridor. We attach great importance to this project. All work related
to its implementation on the territory of Azerbaijan has been completed.

Last year, 1,700 tons were transported through the territory of Azerbaijan along the North-
South route, and 175,000 tons of cargo in seven months of this year alone. This is an increase
in the volume of cargo transportation of more than 100 times compared to last year.

Azerbaijan has a fleet of more than 260 vessels in the Caspian Sea. Some of these vessels
play a key role in ensuring the smooth transit of goods.

In 2013, a shipbuilding plant meeting the most modern technological standards was
commissioned in Azerbaijan. This plant can produce all types of vessels, including cargo
ships, tankers, warships, ships used in oil and gas operations. So far, dozens of vessels
have been built and put into operation, and about 100 more have been repaired. The vessel
“Khankendi”, commissioned in 2017 and worth about 400 million US dollars, is one of the
world’s 10 such vessels built in accordance with the highest international standards. I believe
that Caspian littoral countries can take advantage of the capabilities of this plant.

The construction of the international trade seaport of Alat was completed in Azerbaijan in
May of this year. The cargo handling capacity of this port is 15 million tons. In the case of an
increase in the volume of transit cargo, the port’s capacity can be raised to 25 million tons in
a short time. The construction of the port of Alat is yet another contribution of Azerbaijan to
the development of transport and logistical infrastructure in the Caspian.

Azerbaijan plays an active role in strengthening cooperation between the border and customs
services of Caspian littoral countries. We work actively and efficiently to fight smuggling,
drug trafficking and other illegal activities.

The Border Service of our country closely cooperates with relevant structures of Caspian
littoral countries in bilateral and multilateral formats. Joint measures are being taken to
prevent and suppress illegal activities at sea.

Azerbaijan is making a significant contribution to the strengthening of regional stability and
security. The major threat to regional security is posed by the occupation policy pursued
by Armenia against Azerbaijan. As a result of Armenia’s aggression, about 20 per cent of
Azerbaijan’s internationally recognized territory has been occupied, more than a million of
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our compatriots have become refugees and internally displaced persons. Armenia has carried
out ethnic cleansing against our people. Many leading international organizations have
adopted decisions and resolutions in connection with the Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. These documents require a settlement of the conflict on the basis of the
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. More than 20 years ago, the UN Security Council adopted
four resolutions in connection with the conflict, requiring an immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of Armenian armed forces from the occupied lands. These resolutions have not
lost their force. However, Armenia does not fulfill them and flagrantly violates the norms and
principles of international law. Armenia is trying to pursue a policy of'illegal settlement on the
occupied territories. Armenia has destroyed numerous historical, architectural and religious
monuments of the Azerbaijani people on the occupied territories. Nagorno-Karabakh and
seven other occupied districts around it are ancestral Azerbaijani lands, and the Armenian-
Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh conflict must be resolved within the territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan which is recognized by all countries of the world.

In conclusion, I would like to express my confidence that the decisions adopted by this
Summit will contribute to the further development of cooperation among Caspian littoral
countries and the strengthening of security and stability in the Caspian region.

OFFICIAL CHRONICLE
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Heads of State of Caspian littoral states
made press statements at Aktau Summit

12 August 2018, Aktau

Statement by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
during the Press Conference

" Dear Nursultan Abishevich,
Dear heads of state.

First of all,  would like to once again express my
gratitude to Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev
for the hospitality, for the warm welcome and
for the remarkable organization of the Summit.

|
e e 1he signing of the Convention on the legal

status of the Caspian Sea is a historic document.
At all stages of preparation of this document, Azerbaijan worked constructively and made its
contribution alongside other Caspian littoral countries to prepare it for signing. I would like
to express my gratitude to colleagues for their hard work, so that we can sign this important

document defining the general legal regime of the Caspian Sea.

Even before the signing of the Convention, the Caspian Sea was a sea of security, a sea of
stability, and our relations, both bilateral and multilateral, were the guarantor of stability and
security in the Caspian. There is a high level of cooperation, trust and interaction among
Caspian littoral countries, and this is the main guarantor of security and stability.

Today, security and stability in the Caspian Sea are determined by the Convention we have
just signed. Of course, this opens up broad prospects for close cooperation among Caspian
littoral countries, solution of issues of economic and transport nature, issues that will
contribute to improving the living standards of our peoples.

Azerbaijan is making an active and great contribution to improving the environmental
situation in the Caspian. The measures our government is taking are aimed at preventing
pollution of the Caspian Sea, especially when carrying out oil and gas operations. During the
Summit, I already spoke about this and I want to say again that all the oil and gas operations
Azerbaijan has carried out in the period of independence comply with ISO international
standards.

Next year, we will celebrate the 70" anniversary of oil production in the Caspian Sea,
which represents first offshore oil production. Of course, over the years of exploitation
of the Caspian’s oil and gas resources, the Caspian ecology has been affected to a certain
extent. But our country is doing its best today to make the Caspian a zone of environmental
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development and stability.

Azerbaijan invests heavily in the transport infrastructure, and the projects we have
implemented allow us the opportunity today to view the Caspian as an important transport
artery. The East-West corridor within which Azerbaijan provides transit services to
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan and the North-South corridor through which Azerbaijan
transits cargoes between Iran and Russia are projects that strengthen economic cooperation,
create new jobs, bring our countries even closer together and contribute to the strengthening
of stability and security.

As part of the meeting today, I noted that cargo traffic between Iran and Russia along the
North-South corridor has grown more than 100 times this year. All work in this direction on
the territory of Azerbaijan has been completed, and we expect an increase in freight traffic.
Azerbaijan has also carried out a project linking the railways of Europe and Asia, and we
expect a huge increase in freight traffic along this corridor as well. All these are additional
opportunities for our countries. This means economic prosperity and the transformation of
our countries into an important transit junction of a global scale.

Of course, today’s signing ceremony opens up new prospects for us. We aim to continue
cooperation. Azerbaijan has very close and trusting relations with all Caspian littoral
countries, and these relations are based on respect for mutual interests, equality, respect for
the territorial integrity and sovereignty of all countries. I would like to express my great
satisfaction on behalf of all Azerbaijani people with the fact that we have finally signed this
important document, which will play a huge role in the successful development of all our
countries in the future.

Thank you.

OFFICIAL CHRONICLE
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OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
1 September 2018

List of meetings held during the official visit:

Meeting with President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin

List of documents signed during the official visit:

Joint Statement of the Presidents of Russia and Azerbaijan

he Program of cooperation between the Government of the Russian Federation
and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the period until 2024
Action plan for the development of key areas of Russian-Azerbaijani cooperation
(5 “road maps”)

Agreement between the Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian
Federation and the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the
development of economic cooperation

Agreement between the Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian
Federation and the State Committee of Property Issues of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on cooperation in the field of registration of rights to real estate and
cadastral activities

Agreement between the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation
and the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Azerbaijan on strengthening
cooperation in the field of industry

Agreement between the Government of the Russian Federation and the
Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the customs control of goods
transported by power lines and pipeline transport

Agreement between the Government of the Russian Federation and the
Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on cooperation in the field of tourism
Agreement between the Government of the Russian Federation and the
Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on cooperation in the field of sports
Memorandum between the Government of the Russian Federation and the
Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan on cooperation in the field of digital
transport systems

Protocol on cooperation in the field of combating customs offenses related to the
movement of goods by air

Agreement on strategic cooperation between SOCAR, JSC REC and Bank GPB
(JSC) within the framework of joint implementation of projects in the field of
export support from the Russian Federation by GPB (JSC)

Agreement on cooperation in the development of national assembly production
of commercial vehicles GAZ in Azerbaijan between LLC Automobile Plant
GAZ and JSC Azermash

Agreement on joint study of the oil and gas potential of the Goshadash block
and the northern part of the Absheron peninsula in the Azerbaijan section of the
Caspian Sea bottom

Contract between PJSC NK Rosneft and SOCAR Trading S.A.
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. Action plan (“road map”) for the implementation of activities under the
Memorandum of Understanding between the joint stock company Federal
Corporation for the Development of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises and
a public legal entity Agency for the Development of Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Statement by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
during the Press Conference

Dear Vladimir Vladimirovich,
Ladies and gentlemen!

Vladimir Vladimirovich, first of all I would like
to thank you for the invitation to visit Russia,
for hospitality and for the warm welcome.

As you have mentioned, our meetings are of a
regular nature. We met three times in the last
three months. This is the third meeting: in
Moscow on the eve of the World Cup in June, in Kazakhstan in August and in Sochi today.
I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to congratulate Russia again on successfully
hosting this international event and the Russian team on brilliant performance at the World
Cup.

The regular contacts between the heads of state of our countries impart dynamism to our
relations, the relations resting on a very sound basis. The relations between Russia and
Azerbaijan are those of strategic partners. They cover all spheres of our life, and during my
visit today we have discussed many aspects of our bilateral relations and international issues
in great detail. Vladimir Vladimirovich said this very thoroughly today.

I would like to note that among the issues we have discussed, an important place is held by
the issues of regional security, first of all the settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. It has been ongoing for a very long time and has led to great suffering for
the Azerbaijani people. The internationally recognized territories of Azerbaijan have been
under Armenian occupation for many years. More than a million Azerbaijanis have become
refugees and internally displaced persons as a result of this conflict. The soonest settlement
of the conflict will allow our citizens the opportunity to return to their historical lands, and
bring peace, stability and cooperation to our region.

Russia as a co-chair of the OSCE Minsk Group dealing with the settlement of the conflict
plays an important role in the settlement. Russia is our neighbor, our historical partner and

friend, and we expect that Russia’s efforts towards resolving the conflict will be continued.

We have discussed the economic issues in great detail and are pleased to note the growth of
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trade and great prospects for the future. What has been discussed and agreed today, namely
the roadmaps for various areas of economic cooperation, will enable us to further increase
the already dynamic turnover between our countries. This year too, despite the rapid growth
last year, the turnover has also grown. Russia for Azerbaijan is the number one partner on
imports and is in the first place for Azerbaijani non-oil exports. In other words, this in itself
shows the scale and importance of cooperation between our countries.

Very many investment projects, as Vladimir Vladimirovich has said, are being implemented
and have great prospects for the future. In general, we expect an increase in the trade and
economic turnover, strengthening of integration ties and creation of even better prerequisites
for cooperation between our companies.

Of course, transportation projects play an important role in this. Russia and Azerbaijan are
neighbors. We are linked through railways, roads, the air communication is very active —
both passenger and cargo. We thoroughly discussed further steps to create new transport
opportunities for our countries, as well as for our neighbors. Vladimir Vladimirovich has
noted the importance of the North-South project. Azerbaijan, for its part, has already carried
out all the important infrastructure projects in this direction in its territory. In comparison
with last year, 100 times more cargo was transported through the North-South transport
corridor this year. And this is only a beginning because this large-scale global project will
encompass countries and continents. Thus, the transit opportunities of our countries will
increase and thousands of jobs will be created.

Important documents in the field of cooperation in the oil and gas sector have been signed
today. This is a traditional sphere of our cooperation. There is very good potential and
prospects. Vladimir Vladimirovich has pointed to the active participation of Russian banks
in the implementation of many important transport, infrastructure and industrial projects in
Azerbaijan.

We welcome that.

We have also discussed further cooperation in the military and technical field. It already
has great traditions. The contracts implemented between Russia and Azerbaijan, namely the
military products Azerbaijan has purchased from Russia, exceed $5 billion and tend to grow
because Azerbaijan continues to modernize its armed forces, and Russia is the world’s most
important producer and supplier of military products to international markets.

Cooperation in the humanitarian sphere holds a special place in our discussions. Azerbaijan
treats Russian culture, the Russian language and everything that has united our peoples for
centuries with special care. There are more than 340 schools in Azerbaijan with teaching
provided in the Russian language. There are two branches of leading Russian universities in
Azerbaijan. We have discussed further steps to strengthen our cooperation in the humanitarian
sphere, in the sphere of education, in the sphere of culture, and the documents that have been
signed, including those in the sphere of sports, will bring our countries and peoples closer
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together.
In other words, the relations between our countries are those of a full-fledged partnership,
friendship and good-neighborliness. Such as they should be between good friends and

neighbors.

Vladimir Vladimirovich, I want to express my gratitude once again for the invitation and
for the exchange of views, and invite you to visit Azerbaijan at any time convenient for you.

Thank you.

OFFICIAL CHRONICLE

AZORBAYCAN RESPUBLIKASI XARICI ISLOR NAZIRLIYININ JURNALI 49 /2018




OFFICIAL CHRONICLE

Journal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan

20

WORKING VISIT TO THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC
3 September 2018

List of meetings held during the working visit:
— Meeting with President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbai Jeenbekov

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended the 6™ Summit of the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States

3 September 2018, Cholpon-Ata
Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear Sooronbai Sharipovich,
Distinguished heads of state and government,
Dear friends!

First of all, Sooronbai Sharipovich, let me
express my deep gratitude to you for the
hospitality and for the high-level organization
of the summit. I am very pleased to be visiting
the brotherly Kyrgyz land. At the same time,
I would like to express my gratitude to the
Kazakh side, which successfully presides over
the Cooperation Council of Turkic-speaking States. Azerbaijan maintains close ties with all
Turkic-speaking countries. These ties are becoming stronger and expanding day by day. Our
relations cover political, economic, commercial, transport and humanitarian spheres, and
we are observing excellent results in all directions. Our countries also support each other
in international organizations, and this support is very important. I believe that additional
steps will be taken in connection with our activities within the framework of international
organizations in the coming years.

Issues of regional security are of particular importance because new risks, threats, hotbeds of
conflict and wars are emerging in the present-day world. Azerbaijan has been suffering from
Armenian occupation many years. For more than 20 years, Nagorno-Karabakh, which is
recognized by the international community as an integral part of Azerbaijan, as well as seven
adjacent districts, have been under Armenian occupation. As a result of this occupation,
about 20 per cent of our land is occupied by Armenia. More than a million Azerbaijanis have
found themselves in the situation of refugees and internally displaced persons on their native
land. A policy of ethnic cleansing has been carried out against our people. War crimes and
the Khojaly genocide have been perpetrated. More than 10 countries of the world officially
recognize the Khojaly carnage as an act of genocide. On just one night, more than 600
innocent people, including more than 100 women and over 60 children, were brutally killed
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by the Armenians. More than a thousand people went missing. Nothing is known about their
fate. Armenia has destroyed all our historical and religious monuments on the occupied
lands. The mosques, graves of our ancestors and material resources have been plundered by
Armenia. This is a war crime, and the perpetrators of this crime must be and are being held
accountable. It is no coincidence that the criminal regime which ruled Armenia for more
than 20 years has collapsed, and the Armenian people today are saying what we have been
saying all along. We do hope that the new leaders of Armenia take a constructive position
in connection with the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, our lands are soon
liberated from occupation, the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan is restored, and peace and
cooperation are established in the region.

I must also note that all international organizations recognize the territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan. The UN Security Council, the world’s highest body, has adopted four resolutions
in connection with the conflict. These resolutions contain explicit provisions regarding
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the Armenian armed forces from the territories
of Azerbaijan. Of course, the conflict must be resolved on the basis of these principles. Other
international organizations, including the OSCE, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation,
the Non-Aligned Movement, the Council of Europe and the European Parliament, have
adopted similar decisions and resolutions. This is the legal framework for resolving the
conflict.

The topic of today’s summit is sports. I would like to share my thoughts on this. Azerbaijan
attaches great importance to sports. The development of sports is a state policy in Azerbaijan.
Our country has hosted several prestigious international competitions. Among them I want
to highlight the First European Games. Unlike other continental games, European games
had never been held before. The Games were held in Baku for the first time three years
ago. These Games were joined by more than 5,000 athletes representing all European
countries. Azerbaijan showed great results in the Games and finished in second place among
teams. Two years later, in 2017, the Fourth Games of Islamic Solidarity were organized in
Baku. Azerbaijani athletes finished the Games in first place. The fact that both European
and Islamic games were held in one city in a matter of two years was further evidence
of Azerbaijan’s contribution to interethnic and interreligious multiculturalism. Azerbaijani
athletes are showing good results in Olympic Games as well. In the latest Summer Olympic
Games, Azerbaijan finished in 14™ place in terms of the number of medals, and this is a
historic achievement for our country.

Sport unites peoples and nations. I am sure that the development of sport will contribute to
the overall development of our countries and also further strengthen our cooperation.

As for humanitarian issues, I would like, in particular, to appreciate the activities of
TURKSOY and the Fund for Turkic Culture and Heritage. Azerbaijan takes an active part in

both organizations.

I would like to draw your attention to economic cooperation. We should deepen economic
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cooperation, especially in the current conditions. In particular, it is necessary to take
additional steps to increase the turnover between our countries, and I think that investment
projects play a special role in that. New mechanisms must be developed to encourage mutual
investment.

Azerbaijan invests heavily in fraternal countries, first of all, in Turkey. In recent years, a total
of 14 billion dollars have been invested in Turkey’s economy and Turkey has invested about
as much in Azerbaijan. The volume of our investments in Turkey will reach 20 billion dollars
in the coming years. This reflects our friendship and brotherhood, and also demonstrates
the large economic potential of Turkey. Under the leadership of my dear brother, President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkey has become a great force on a global scale, one of the leading
countries of G20. We are very pleased that Turkey is overcoming all the ordeals, including
economic ones, with dignity. We always stand by each other and the best indicator of that,
I repeat, is our mutual investment. There is a very favorable investment climate in Turkey,
there are excellent business conditions, and we will continue to invest in this fraternal country.

In general, by investing in fraternal countries, we are also securing our economic interests
and creating new opportunities in these countries. Azerbaijan has also done its best to accept
investments from fraternal countries. Azerbaijan also has a wonderful investment climate,
and mutual investment will further strengthen our unity, especially if we consider that such
an immense infrastructure project as the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway has been in operation
since October last year. This line connects Asia with Europe, so the volume of freight traffic
is growing and should continue to grow. This is a new transport corridor, a new transport
artery. By implementing this project together with fraternal and neighboring countries,
Azerbaijan is redrawing the transport map of Eurasia. Considering the fact that this is a
very favorable route from the transport point of view, I am urging all friendly countries
to take advantage of this railway, including European countries, Hungary, Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan. Kazakhstan, Turkey and Azerbaijan are already using this railway.

In short, dear friends, I believe that today’s Summit is very important and will lead to
excellent results. The main result is that our friendship and brotherhood will be strengthened

cven more.

Thank you.

AZORBAYCAN RESPUBLIKASI XARICi iSLOR NAZIRLIYININ JURNALI 49 /2018



OFFICIAL CHRONICLE

OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
6 September 2018

List of meetings held during the official visit:
—  Meeting with President of the Republic of Croatia Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic
— Meeting with Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia Andrej Plenkovic
— Speaker of the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia Gordan Jandrokovic

List of documents signed during the official visit:
. Program on Cultural Cooperation between the Ministry of Culture of the Republic
of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia for 2018,
2019 and 2020
. Memorandum of Understating on Cooperation between the Ministry of
Agriculture of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Agriculture of the
Republic of Croatia

Statement by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
during the Press Conference

Thank you very much, dear Madam President!
Dear friends!

First of all, Madam President, I want to express
my deep gratitude to you for the invitation to
visit Croatia and for the hospitality extended to
me and the delegation. As you noted, I feel very
much at home in Croatia. I am very pleased to
visit your beautiful country again.

Our political dialogue has been very active. As noted by Madam President, we meet quite
often. Two years ago, Madam President was on an official visit to Azerbaijan. The visit
was very successful and produced very good results. Last year we met on the sidelines of
an international conference. And today I am visiting Croatia. This shows that the political
dialogue is very active. This shows that Croatia and Azerbaijan are indeed strategic partners.
As noted by Madam President, a declaration on that was signed in Zagreb five years ago.

Our relations of strategic partnerships are expanding and intensifying. Many issues were
discussed today. Madam President has spoken about that. For my part, let me note that
we intend to carry out trade operations with Croatia in an even larger volume. We can’t
be content with the volume or structure of our trade. I think that the intergovernmental
commission will do very serious work in connection with this issue. In the near future, not
only can we increase trade but also implement joint investment projects.

Of course, our cooperation in the energy sector is very significant. Azerbaijan is very
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actively involved in the implementation of the Southern Gas Corridor. We initiated this giant
project. This project unites seven countries, envisages the construction of a 3,500-kilometer
gas pipeline from Baku to Europe and the development of the giant Shah Deniz field in
Azerbaijan. This project consists of four segments and is being successfully implemented.
The official opening of the Southern Gas Corridor took place in May this year. In June, we
celebrated the opening of the TANAP project. Thus, I am sure that Azerbaijani gas will be
delivered to Europe for the first time in the next two years. In this way, we will make yet
another contribution to the energy security of Europe and Azerbaijan can unlock its gas
potential to the world and Europe in an even greater volume.

Of course, cooperation with Croatia in this area is very important. The meetings of the
Advisory Council of the Southern Gas Corridor have been consistently held in Baku for
four years. Croatia is represented at a high level at these meetings. We have also signed a
memorandum in connection with this issue. Very important negotiations are under way in
connection with the construction of the lonian-Adriatic gas pipeline.

Azerbaijan has very large gas reserves. Confirmed gas reserves constitute 2.6 trillion cubic
meters. This indicates that we will take additional steps to increase gas production and also
plan on expanding the geography of our exports.

The European Union-Azerbaijan relations are developing successfully. The “Partnership
Priorities” document was signed between the European Union and Azerbaijan in Brussels in
July this year. This is a very important step for the signing of a new Agreement. At present,
the European Union and Azerbaijan are working on a new Agreement. Things are going
well. Croatia has always supported our cooperation with the European Union and made its
valuable contributions. Our relations with the European Union cover many areas — political
reforms, economic cooperation, energy cooperation, cooperation in the field of transport.
Azerbaijan also contributes to this sphere.

In October last year, the official opening of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway was held in Baku.
This road not only connects Azerbaijan with Turkey. It is a new road linking Asia with
Europe, a new transport artery and the shortest path. This road is already in operation. The
volume of cargo being dispatched increases on a daily basis. Azerbaijan has also made a
valuable contribution to the transport map of Eurasia. I hope that our Croatian partners
can take advantage of this railway as well because it is a wonderful project in the field of
transport and economy.

Azerbaijan’s cooperation with NATO is at a high level. I have had numerous official visits to
NATO. Quite recently, Azerbaijan decided to increase the number of its military contingent in
the “Resolute Support” mission in Afghanistan. Already 120 Azerbaijani military personnel
serve in Afghanistan. At the same time, Azerbaijan provided its airspace and transport
infrastructure to support the “Resolute Support” mission. This is a very important issue for
the successful continuation of the mission.
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In a word, both our relations with the Euro-Atlantic structures and the work carried out
on a bilateral level demonstrate that Croatia and Azerbaijan are strategic partners in the
full sense of the word. As Madam President noted today, an exchange of views took place
on further cooperation in many areas. I am sure there will be good results in the fields of
pharmaceuticals, agriculture, processing of agricultural products and shipbuilding. Relevant
instructions have been given. I am sure that the joint intergovernmental commission will
carry out all these instructions in a timely and high-level manner.

Dear Madam President, let me once again thank you for the invitation and for the hospitality.
I wish the people of Croatia continued progress and happiness.

Thank you.

OFFICIAL CHRONICLE
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WORKING VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN
28 September 2018

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended the CIS Heads of State Council’s Session

28 September 2018, Dushanbe

On September 28, an expanded session
of the Council of Heads of State of the
Commonwealth of Independent States held
1 in Dushanbe.

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
ITham Aliyev attended the session.

During the meeting, President Emomali Rahmon informed the Council about the activities
of the Council during Tajikistan’s presidency. He expressed confidence that the decisions
adopted at the meeting will contribute to the future activities of the Council. Emomali Rahmon
announced the decision of the Council meeting on the transition of the CIS presidency to
Turkmenistan in 2019.

Deputy Chairman of the Turkmen Cabinet of Ministers Purli Agamuradov thanked the heads
of state for their support to the decision taken by the CIS council on the transition of the
presidency to Turkmenistan. He underlined that during the presidency, Turkmenistan would
spare no efforts to expand cooperation in the CIS.

CIS Executive Committee Chairman-Executive Secretary Sergei Lebedev briefed the audience
on the issues discussed at the Council’s meeting in a limited format and noted that the next
meeting of the Council would be held in October 2019 in the Turkmen capital, Ashgabat.

Chairman of the Federation Council of the Federal Assembly of Russia, Chairman of the CIS
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly Valentina Matviyeko familiarized the participants with the
provisions of the Convention on cooperation in the field of exploration and use of the outer
space for peace.

The Russian President’s Special Representative for International Cultural Cooperation
Mikhail Shvydkoy informed the audience about the document on the celebration of the
75" anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945. Both documents were
unanimously adopted.

Some procedural issues were considered at the meeting.

Then the heads of state and government signed a number of documents discussed at the meeting.
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WORKING VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
19 October 2018

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
attended an inauguration ceremony of the STAR QOil Refinery

19 October 2018, Izmir
Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

Dear President of the Republic of Turkey, my
dear brother Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Dear friends!

It is a wonderful and remarkable day in the
history of Turkish-Azerbaijani fraternal
relations. We are gathered for the opening of Star
Refinery. I remember my dear brother Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and I laying the foundation of
Star in Aliaga seven years ago. And today we
are celebrating the opening of this gigantic project together. This shows again that we are
successfully achieving all the goals we set for ourselves. This shows again that the leaders
of Turkey and Azerbaijan have a strong political will to implement such gigantic projects.
The main reason for the implementation of this project is Turkish-Azerbaijani friendship and
fraternity.

I am very glad to be visiting fraternal Turkish land again. I must say that this is already my
third visit to Turkey this year. My dear brother Recep Tayyip Erdogan has visited Azerbaijan
twice this year. The number of these visits is in itself an indicator that Turkish-Azerbaijani
relations are at the highest level today. And this is natural, because we have lived together for
centuries and have always been together. Some moments in history separated us, but that was
only temporary. We were together a hundred years ago, before that and we are together today.

I should note that my dear brother Recep Tayyip Erdogan and I attended the grand military
parade held in Baku on the occasion of the 100" anniversary of the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic last month. In that military parade, Turkish and Azerbaijani soldiers valiantly
marched along the largest square of Baku, Azadlig Square, shoulder to shoulder. 15 September
1918 is a historic date. It was on that day that the city of Baku was liberated from occupation
by the Caucasian Islamic Army under the command of Nuri Pasha and the newly-created
Azerbaijani National Army.

The establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic was a historic event, because a
Republic was created for the first time in the Muslim world. But Baku, our ancient historical
city, was under occupation. The newly-established government operated from the city of
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Ganja. As a result of the magnificent campaign of the Caucasian Islamic Army under the
command of Nuri Pasha and its military victory, Baku was freed from occupiers and returned
to its master, the Azerbaijani people. A few days later, Baku was declared the capital of
the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. This is unforgettable history, and the grand ceremony
organized in Baku with the participation of the presidents of Turkey and Azerbaijan a hundred
years later demonstrated our unity once again. It showed that our unity was indestructible
and eternal. We were together a hundred years ago and we are together today.

I should also note that we celebrated the 27" anniversary of the restoration of our independence
in Azerbaijan yesterday. Turkey was the first country to recognize the independence of
Azerbaijan. This is a glorious history. Ever since that day, we have always been together. Our
political relations have risen to the highest peak. We have done a great job in the economic
field. Both Turkey and Azerbaijan are rapidly developing countries from an economic point
of view. Taking this opportunity, I want to sincerely congratulate the fraternal Turkish people
on all the successes achieved under the leadership of my dear brother Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Thanks to the leadership of President Erdogan, Turkey has become a great force on a global
scale. Turkey enjoys authority all over the world. Turkey is reckoned with in the region and
in the world, its position often plays the key role. This makes us very happy, because the
strength of Turkey means our own strength. The stronger Turkey, the stronger we are. Our
strength is in our unity. Today, Azerbaijan and Turkey are setting an example of fraternity
and solidarity on a global scale. I do not know of any other countries in the world that would
be as attached to each other as Turkey and Azerbaijan. This is our great treasure. It is on the
basis of these friendly and fraternal feelings that we are implementing huge projects.

Azerbaijan has invested $6.3 billion in the establishment of Star Refinery. At the next stage,
an additional $700 million will be invested. This is our largest investment abroad, and this
is natural. At the same time, we have implemented other important projects together. The
creation of oil and gas pipelines Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan, Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum and TANAP,
the Southern Gas Corridor, the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway — each of these is a huge project
of great importance not only for our countries and peoples but also for the region, for the
world, for Eurasia. Turkey and Azerbaijan jointly demonstrate a strong political will, redraw
the energy and transport map of Eurasia. We are doing this, and it is our signatures that are
under the new maps. We have done it all together. All these projects require major financial
investments. It has already been noted here that we have invested heavily in the economies
of the fraternal countries. The investments in Aliaga alone amount to about $10 billion, and
this figure will further increase in the future.

In short, the opening of Star Refinery is an example of our unity, solidarity and friendship. I
am sure that Turkey and Azerbaijan will continue to go only along the path of success.

Taking this opportunity, I want to wish the brotherly Turkish people continuous progress and
prosperity.

Thank you.
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OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
19 November 2018

List of meetings held during the official visit:

Meeting with President of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko

List of documents signed during the official visit:

Joint Declaration of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the President
of the Republic of Belarus

Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation between the Ministry of Labour
and Social Protection of Population of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the
Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of the Republic of Belarus in the field
of social and labor affairs

Protocol of Intent on Cooperation between the Ministry of Transport,
Communications and High Technologies of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the
Ministry of Communications and Informatization of the Republic of Belarus in
the fields of communication and information and communication technologies
Comprehensive Plan of Action for 2019-2021 for the implementation of the
Cooperation Agreement signed between the Ministry of Emergency Situations
of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the
Republic of Belarus on October 17, 2006, in the city of Minsk

Memorandum of Understanding on the development of mutually beneficial
cooperation between the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the State Military Industrial Committee of the Republic of Belarus in the field of
supply of air defense weapons and equipment

Agreement on Cooperation between the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic
of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of
Belarus in the fields of agriculture and food

Agreement on Cooperation between the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the State Forensic Examination Committee of the
Republic of Belarus in the field of the forensic expertise

Agreement on Cooperation between the Prosecutor General's Office of the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Prosecutor General's Office of the Republic of
Belarus

Agreement on Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Government of the Republic of Belarus in the field of
migration
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President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and President
of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko held
a meeting in an expanded format
with the participation of delegations

19 November 2018, Minsk
Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
Dear Alexander Grigoryevich,

Firstofall, I would like to thank you again
for the invitation. It is always delightful
to visit Belarus. First of all, I would like
to congratulate you and all the people
of Belarus on your achievements in the
socioeconomic development of your
country. As someone who visits Belarus
on a regular basis, I see how dynamically
and effectively your country is developing. Our relationship is a good demonstration of
sincerity and cooperation between our countries. We are actively interacting on all issues,
and the decisions made are implemented without fail. You have mentioned the main areas
of cooperation between our countries. I would like to note, in turn, that we see very active
progress and good results in all these directions. Each of our meetings has given a strong
impetus to our relations and led to the implementation of specific projects. We sum up
what has been done, outline ways for further interaction and cooperation, and effectively
implement the decisions we make.

Our cooperation in the field of international relations is also always very effective and
predictable. We always support each other, and I think that our mutual support in international
matters is a good demonstration of how sincere our relations are. We are pleased that trade
between our countries is increasing. The commodity turnover is on an upward trend even
though we significantly increased it both last year and this year. In the sphere of industrial
cooperation, as you noted, there are extremely positive results, but we intend to continue
cooperation and not to stop at what has been accomplished. There is still a lot we can do to
further increase the potential for cooperation in the field of industry.

I think that one of the main directions of our future cooperation will be cooperation in the
transport sector. You noted the North-South transport corridor in your remarks. Azerbaijan
has completed all work related to the operation of this corridor on its territory. We are now
working on further modernization of our transport infrastructure, which is already capable
of transporting significant volumes of cargo. Azerbaijan is also an active participant in the
East-West transport corridor. I think that the coordination of countries’ actions on these two
major transport routes will create completely a new environment for cooperation, lead to
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the creation of thousands, tens of thousands of jobs, and significantly increase the traffic
between our countries. It is no coincidence that issues related to the transport sector were
one of the key topics on the agenda of the intergovernmental commission’s meeting held
yesterday.

Of course, we are closely watching Belarus preparing for the second European Games. This
is natural. First of all, because we are friends. Secondly, because the first Games were held
in Baku. We are confident that the sports infrastructure put in place, the excellent conditions
for guests, as well as the high level of organization of international events Belarus has been
demonstrating will help ensure that the Games will be held at a very high level.

As you noted, we are also paying great attention to cooperation in agriculture, education
and science. In other words, it is easier to list the areas in which we do not have active
cooperation than to mention the ones we have good results in. The key to our relationship is
mutual support, mutual respect and a high level of mutual trust. I think that this is the basis
on which we are creating, through joint effort, good opportunities for our countries and
peoples. We are moving our relations forward. For Azerbaijan, Belarus is a good friend and
a reliable partner. And I am sure that my visit today will give a new impetus to our relations.

Thank you once again for your hospitality, and I am confident that good results will lead to
even greater interaction between our countries.

Thank you.

OFFICIAL CHRONICLE
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Statement by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
during the Press Conference

Dear Alexander Grigoryevich.
Dear friends.

I am glad to be back to friendly Belarus. I am
grateful to my friend Alexander Lukashenko
. for the invitation. I must say that this is my fifth
=T= =il official visit to Belarus. Alexander Grigoryevich
has paid four official visits to Azerbaijan and I have invited the President of Belarus to pay an
official visit to Azerbaijan again. The sheer number of reciprocal visits and their intensity are
evidence of a high level of relations between our countries. Alexander Grigoryevich has said that
our countries are strategic partners, and we demonstrate this in every area of our cooperation.

The high level of political relations, mutual respect, trust between our countries and personal
friendship between the presidents — all this is the foundation on which the powerful building of
Belarusian-Azerbaijani friendship is being constructed today.

We actively cooperate in international organizations and support each other on all issues. And
this support, I would say, is automatic in nature — even without discussion, without consultation
and without agreement. If any question related to Belarus or a candidate from this country being
nominated for any governing body is raised in an international organization, Azerbaijan provides
unconditional support. And we see the same attitude from Belarus. This is an indicator of the
high level of our relations. We also support each other in the organizations either Azerbaijan or
Belarus is not involved in, and this is also natural. The same naturally applies to cases when we
discuss issues of international politics, international relations, regional issues and issues related
to international security. All this is natural between friends.

Today, the level of our relations allows us the opportunity to openly discuss any issues. And as
Alexander Grigoryevich has said, we have no closed topics and there are no restrictions in any
area of our cooperation. Today we have signed many documents that will determine the nature of
our relations in the future. Among them, of course, I would first of all note the Joint Statement of
the Presidents. It is an important political document that covers the key areas of cooperation and
expresses the political will of our countries.

I am particularly grateful, and I would like to express gratitude both on my own behalf and
on behalf of all the people of Azerbaijan, for the position of Belarus on the issue related to the
settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The Joint Statement explicitly
states that this conflict must be resolved in accordance with the norms of international law, within
the framework of territorial integrity and the inviolability of the borders of Azerbaijan and in
accordance with relevant resolutions of the UN Security Council. We are grateful to Belarus for
such an objective position on an issue that is extremely important both for us and for the entire
region.

AZORBAYCAN RESPUBLIKASI XARICi iSLOR NAZIRLIYININ JURNALI 49 /2018



OFFICIAL CHRONICLE

As Alexander Grigoryevich has said, there are good prospects and results in the trade
and economic sphere. Of course, we are delighted with the growth in trade. We analyzed the
situation today, members of our governments did a very good job yesterday — the meeting of the
intergovernmental commission produced very good results. We were informed that contracts worth
tens of millions of dollars had been signed. So this is a good indicator for the future. We analyze
what has been done, outline ways to resolve issues and resolve them. The same happened when
we agreed with Alexander Grigoryevich to set up an assembly plant on the basis of the Ganja
Automobile Plant to assemble “Belarus” tractors. And as Alexander Grigoryevich has said, there are
already more than 10,000 tractors, and the level of localization is growing by the year. This creates
new jobs in Azerbaijan. It already created a new industry. It has led to an increase in our industrial
potential. It created an opportunity for Belarusian manufacturers to share their experience with us
and promote their products. And now it is already entering the markets of third countries.

Today we agreed on a similar approach to the production of combine harvesters. As already
mentioned, Belarusian automobiles are manufactured in Azerbaijan. So there is full-scale
industrial cooperation with a very high degree of efficiency.

I visited the Trading House of Azerbaijan this morning. I was pleased. I can’t not say that I was
surprised, but I was pleased with the fact that a beautiful part of Azerbaijan has been created
in such a wonderful place, in the center of the city. It will demonstrate our achievements to the
people of Belarus. I was also told that our products have already entered the Belarusian market
and are in good demand. We are lagging behind the Belarusians. In Baku, there are already seven
shops selling Belarusian products of highest quality and enjoying tremendous popularity among
our citizens. So we intend to promote our products to the Belarusian market and, I think this will
strengthen not only our bilateral trade and economic ties, but will also further demonstrate the
capabilities of our countries.

We are pleased that Belarus has taken the baton from Baku and the second European Games will
be held in Minsk — at the highest level, I am sure. Excellent sports infrastructure has already been
created. There are also good conditions for visitors. I think that the organization will be at the
highest level because all large-scale international events held in Belarus meet the highest standards.

One of the areas of our cooperation is cooperation in the military-technical sphere. We are very
pleased with this cooperation. Both the quality and efficiency of products are at the highest level.
Therefore, it is no coincidence that military-technical cooperation between our countries already
has a good history, fairly large volumes and a good tendency towards expansion. And it is no
coincidence either that the documents signed today include a Memorandum which, in the shortest
possible time, will be transformed into a contract for the purchase of another batch of military
equipment from Belarus.

On all other directions we have discussed today, there is also a good momentum — in the social
sphere, agriculture, migration and emergency situations. Our relations are full-fledged, very
friendly and sincere. [ am sure that my visit will give them a new impetus. Thank you again for
your hospitality.
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OFFICIAL VISIT TO TURKMENISTAN
21 —22 November 2018

List of meetings held during the official visit:

Meeting with President of Turkmenistan Gurbangulu Berdimuhamedov

List of documents signed during the official visit:

Joint Declaration of President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and
President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov

Agreement on Avoidance of Double Taxation with Respect to Taxes on Income
and Property between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the
Government of Turkmenistan

Agreement on Cooperation between the Azerbaijan National Academy of
Sciences and the Academy of Sciences of Turkmenistan

Program of Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Government of Turkmenistan in the Field of Science, Education, Culture
and Art for 2019-2021

Agreement on the Establishment of the Azerbaijan—Turkmenistan Joint
Commission for Transport, Transit and Logistics between the Government of
the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of Turkmenistan

Memorandum of Understanding between the National Confederation of the
Entrepreneurs (Employers’) Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan

Agreement on Transport and Transit between “Azerbaijan Railways” Closed
Joint Stock Company and the Ministry of Railway Transport of Turkmenistan
Agreement on Organizing the Exchange of Preliminary Information on Goods
and Means of Transport Crossing the Republic of Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan
between the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the
State Customs Service of Turkmenistan

Memorandum of Understanding between ADA University under the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Institute of International
Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan

Memorandum of Understanding between ADA University under the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the International University of
Humanities and Development

Agreement on Visa Facilitation for Actors Conducting International
Transportation through the (Additional) Territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and Turkmenistan between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the Government of Turkmenistan

Agreement on Development of Maritime Merchant Shipping between
“Azerbaijan Caspian Shipping” Closed Joint-Stock Company and the State
Service of Maritime and River Transportation of Turkmenistan

Agreement on Automated Exchange of Information between “Baku
International Sea Trade Port” Closed Joint-Stock Company and the
Turkmenbashi International Seaport

Agreement on Increasing Transshipment between Baku International Sea Trade
Port and the Turkmenbashi International Seaport between “Baku International
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Sea Trade Port” CJSC and the State Service of Maritime and River Transportation

of Turkmenistan

. Agreement on Development of Shipment through the Ports of the Two Countries
between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of
Turkmenistan

. Agreement on Development of International Road Transport between the

Ministry of Transport, Communications and High Technologies of the Republic
of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Motor Transport of Turkmenistan

. Program of Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Government of Turkmenistan in the Field of Transport for 2019-2022

. Agreement on Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Government of Turkmenistan in the Field of Industry

. Program of Trade and Economic Cooperation between the Government of the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of Turkmenistan for 2019-2021

. Agreement on Long-term Trade and Economic Cooperation between the
Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of Turkmenistan

. Agreement on Encouragement and Reciprocal Protection of Investments
between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of
Turkmenistan

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and President of Turkmenistan
Gurbangulu Berdimuhamedov held a meeting in an expanded format
with the participation of delegations

22 November 2018, Ashgabat
Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
Thank you, dear Gurbanguly Malikgulyyevich.

First of all, I would like to thank you for your
hospitality, for the invitation and for the warm
welcome. I am glad to be visiting the land of
fraternal Turkmenistan again.

Yesterday I had the opportunity to familiarize
myself with the achievements of your country,
and this is a demonstration of the steady and progressive development of Turkmenistan. I
would like to congratulate you personally and all the fraternal people of Turkmenistan on
your great successes on the path to creation.

We also attach great importance to this visit. The visit was very well prepared. There are
plans to sign many documents which, I am sure, will be implemented on time and create
even better conditions for our cooperation.
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We attach great importance to cooperation with Turkmenistan. As you have mentioned,
our common roots, history and closeness of our peoples are the foundation on which we
build our common future. It is not by chance that we actively cooperate in international
organizations, support each other and increase the potential for cooperation in the bilateral
plane. All this leads to stability and strengthens regional security. Issues related to regional
security are of particular importance today. We see that clashes, bloody events and processes
that undermine the foundations of states in different parts of the world. Therefore, I think
that it is particularly important that both Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan demonstrate a high
level of development and stability in this difficult international situation. This shows again
that the course our countries are following is accurate.

Bilateral cooperation between our countries develops in many directions. I am sure that
we will continue to support each other in international organizations, as has been the case
so far. Today, in a one-on-one meeting, we already discussed many important issues of our
cooperation and will continue discussions within the framework of delegations. We have
identified the main directions of our future cooperation and the priorities. I believe that a lot
can still be done in the issue of increasing our turnover. Although it is growing, I think it does
not fully reflect the potential of our countries yet. I think members of our delegations will have
the opportunity to specifically discuss how we can increase the exports of Turkmen goods to
Azerbaijan and Azerbaijani goods to Turkmenistan. Of course, this topic should be one of the
priorities for the intergovernmental commission. I agree that there was a certain pause between
meetings. I think that it is necessary to promptly hold a meeting on the results of this visit in the
near future, in order to develop a program for the implementation of the agreements reached.

As I said, a lot of documents will be signed today. They will determine the development
vector, but it is also necessary to have an action plan for the implementation of these issues.

Both Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan are countries with large reserves of natural resources. Of
course, cooperation in the energy sector between our countries is natural. Azerbaijan provides
transit opportunities for Turkmen energy resources. We are pleased that Turkmen oil is transported
through the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline system, thereby increasing our cooperation.

Of course, one of the key areas of our relations is the transport sector. It is no coincidence
that leaders of all transport agencies of Azerbaijan are present in my delegation. They are
already working with their Turkmen colleagues. Today we also discussed issues of bilateral
and multilateral cooperation with you. In other words, we see very good prospects for
multilateral regional cooperation in this area, and this will benefit all countries and peoples.
So I am very pleased with our conversations already held. And I think that the results of the
visit will also be very positive and serve to bring our countries even closer together.

Thank you again for your hospitality. I wish you good health and continued success, and
peace and prosperity to the fraternal people of Turkmenistan.

Thank you.
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Statement by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
at the joint press conference

Dear Mr. President.
Dear friends.

I would like to once again express my gratitude
to the President of Turkmenistan, my dear
friend, for the invitation, for the very warm
welcome and for the hospitality. I have been
on fraternal Turkmen soil since yesterday. I
have had the opportunity to get acquainted with
Turkmenistan’s socioeconomic development
achievements. We rejoice in your success just like in ours. And I would like to take the
opportunity and convey fraternal greetings from all the people of Azerbaijan to the fraternal
Turkmen people. We are united by history, culture, common roots, traditions and world
outlook. This is the powerful foundation which allows us the opportunity to build our
relations on the basis of equality, good-neighborliness, friendship and fraternity.

The visit is drawing to a close. It is already possible to say that this visit will have a special
place in the history of relations between our countries, the relations that have great potential.
Today, during the talks held, the exchange of views between the presidents in a one-on-one
format and at the level of delegations, we discussed important issues of our cooperation.
We summarized the work done and outlined ways for further interaction. Today, more than
20 documents have been signed, and each of them has a very specific character. This is
an indicator of the level of our relations, an indicator of the volume of cooperation and
an indicator of our intentions, our brotherly attitude towards each other. Only with a close
country can you work in such different areas of life.

In the future, we agreed to provide mutual support to each other in international institutions
and international organizations. Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan always support each other in
all international organizations. This has become a common practice, but it underlines the
sincerity of our relationship.

The President of Turkmenistan has already spoken about the main issues on our agenda.
On my part, I would like to note that we will work hard to increase the turnover between
our countries. We have given relevant instructions to the intergovernmental commission
between our countries, so that it could intensify work on increasing exports from Azerbaijan
to Turkmenistan and from Turkmenistan to Azerbaijan. There is a specific range of goods,
and heads of relevant agencies are discussing these issues. I think that if we concentrate on
specific areas, we can further increase our trade in a short time.

As President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Malikgulyyevich Berdimuhamedov has said, we
have paid great attention to cooperation in the transport sector. On the eve of the visit, our
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delegations worked hard, held several rounds of negoti